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ABSTRACT 
 
Background: In China, as in many developing countries, rapid increases in car ownership 
and new drivers have been coupled with a large trauma burden. The World Health 
Organization has identified key risk factors including speeding, drink-driving, helmet and 
restraint non-use, overloaded vehicles, and fatigued-driving in many rapidly motorising 
countries, including China. Levels of awareness of these risk factors among road users are 
not well understood. Although research identifies speeding as the major factor contributing to 
road crashes in China, there appears to be widespread acceptance of it among the broader 
community. 
Purpose: To assess self-reported speeding and awareness of crash risk factors among 
Chinese drivers in Beijing. 
Methods: Car drivers (n=299) were recruited from car washing locations and car parks to 
complete an anonymous questionnaire. Perceptions of the relative risk of drink-driving, 
fatigued-driving and speeding, and attitudes towards speeding and self-reported driving 
speeds were assessed. 
Results: Overall, driving speeds of >10km/hr above posted limits on two road types (60 and 
80 km/hour zones) were reported by more than one third of drivers. High-range speeding 
(i.e., >30 km/hour in a 60 km/hour zone and >40 km/hour in an 80 km/hour zone) was 
reported by approximately 5% of the sample. Attitudinal measures indicated that 
approximately three quarters of drivers reported attitudes that were not supportive of 
speeding. Drink-driving was identified as the most risky behaviour; 18% reported the 
perception that drink-driving had the same level of danger as speeding and 82% reported it 
as more dangerous. For fatigued-driving, 1% reported the perception that it was not as 
dangerous as speeding; 27.4% reported it as the same level and 71.6% perceived it as more 
dangerous. 
Conclusion: Driving speeds well above posted speed limits were commonly reported by 
drivers. Speeding was rated as the least dangerous on-road behaviour, compared to drink-
driving and fatigued-driving. One third of drivers reported regularly engaging in speeds at 
least 10km/hr above posted limits, despite speeding being the major reported contributor to 
crashes. Greater awareness of the risks associated with speeding is needed to help reduce 
the road trauma burden in China and promote greater speed limit compliance. 
 
23e Conférence canadienne multidisciplinaire sur la sécurité rouière 
Montréal, Québec, 26-29 mai 2013 
23rd Canadian Multidisciplinary Road Safety Conference 
Montréal, Québec, May 26-29, 2013                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                2 
 
RÉSUMÉ 
Contexte: En Chine, comme dans de nombreux pays en développement, l'augmentation 
rapide de la motorisation et les nouveaux conducteurs ont été couplée à un traumatisme 
important. L'Organisation mondiale de la Santé a identifiée les facteurs de risque clés, 
notamment la vitesse, l'alcool au volant, la non-utilisation du casque et des ceintures de 
sécurité, les véhicules surchargés, ainsi que la fatigue au volant dans de nombreux pays se 
motorisant rapidement, dont la Chine. Le niveau de connaissance de ces facteurs de risque 
chez les usagers de la route n’est pas bien compris. Bien que la recherche identifie les excès 
de vitesse comme le principal facteur contribuant aux accidents de la route en Chine, il 
semble y avoir une large acceptation de ceux-ci au sein de la collectivité en général. 
 
Objectif: Évaluer l’auto-déclaration des excès de vitesse et le niveau de connaissance des 
facteurs de risque d'accident chez les conducteurs Chinois à Beijing. 
 
Méthodes: Des automobilistes (n = 299) ont été recrutés dans des lave-auto et des 
stationnements pour remplir un questionnaire anonyme. La perception du risque relatif de 
l'alcool au volant, la fatigue au volant et aux excès de vitesse, et les attitudes envers les 
excès de vitesse et son auto-déclaration ont été évalués. 
 
Résultats: Dans l'ensemble, les vitesses de conduite >10km/h plus élevées que les limites 
affichées sur deux types de routes (zones de 60 et 80 km/h) ont été signalés par plus d'un 
tiers des conducteurs. Le haut de la gamme des excès de vitesse (c.-à dire > 30 km/h dans 
une zone de 60 km/h et > 40 km/h dans une zone de 80 km/h) a été rapportée par environ 
5% de l'échantillon. Les mesures comportementales ont indiqué qu'approximativement trois 
quarts des conducteurs ont rapportés des attitudes ne supportant pas les excès de vitesse. 
L'alcool au volant a été identifié comme le comportement le plus risqué, 18% ont déclaré  
percevoir que l'alcool au volant comporte le même niveau de danger que les excès de 
vitesse et 82% ont déclaré qu'il était plus dangereux. Pour la fatigue au volant, 1% ont le 
sentiment que ce n'était pas aussi dangereux que les excès de vitesse; 27,4% ont rapporté 
que c’était de même niveau et 71,6% le perçoivent comme plus dangereux. 
 
Conclusion: Des vitesses de conduite de beaucoup supérieure aux limites de vitesse ont été 
fréquemment rapportés par les conducteurs. Les excès de vitesse a été classé comme le 
moins dangereux des comportements routiers par rapport à l'alcool et la fatigue au volant. 
Un tiers des conducteurs conduisent régulièrement à des vitesses d'au moins 10km/h plus 
élevées que les limites affichées, en dépit du fait que la vitesse est le principal contributeur 
aux accidents signalés. Une plus grande sensibilisation des risques liés à l'excès de la 
vitesse est nécessaire pour aider à réduire le fardeau des traumatismes routiers en Chine et 
promouvoir un plus grand respect de limite de vitesse. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
China is experiencing rapid increases in car ownership and new drivers, accompanied, 
unfortunately, by a large road trauma burden. For example, in the last five years, there have 
been annual average increases of more than 16 million vehicles and 20 million drivers [1] 
and China overtook the United States of America in 2009 as the world’s largest automobile 
market [2]. Official figures, though at times disputed, indicate that approximately 100,000 
people were killed on the road each year from 2001-2007 [3], but that more recently, these 
numbers are declining. In 2010, China’s Traffic Management Bureau of the Ministry of Public 
Security reported an annual road fatality count of 65,225 [2]. However, for that same period, 
the World Health Organization reported 70,134 fatalities, representing 20.5 fatalities/100,000 
people in China [4]. 
The World Health Organization has identified key risk factors including speeding, drink-
driving, helmet and restraint non-use, overloaded vehicles, and fatigued-driving in many 
rapidly motorising countries, including China [4]. Levels of awareness of these risk factors 
among road users are not well understood. Although research identifies speeding as a major 
factor contributing to road crashes in China [4, 5], there appears to be widespread 
acceptance of it among the broader community [6, 7]. To date, limited research in this area 
means that there is a lack of understanding about the factors that influence driving speeds in 
countries like China [8, 9]. Despite escalating rates of motorisation, automobiles are not the 
predominant form of transport. Rather, it is pedestrians and the riders of two-wheeled vehicle 
such as motorcycles, pedal, and electric cycles that predominate [10]. Hence, there is 
increasing competition for space on the oft-crowded lanes on multi-purpose roads and the 
competitor is, increasingly, a fast-moving motor car. Interactions between these different 
types of road users are critical when fast speeds are involved. Consequently, steps are being 
taken in China to promote speed limit compliance, primarily through speed enforcement [3]. 
The current study sought to advance our understanding of perceptions relating to speeding 
by investigating the self-reported speeding behaviour of Beijing car drivers as well as their 
attitudes towards speeding and perceptions about the relative risk of several dangerous on 
road driver behaviours. 
 
2. METHOD 
2.1 Participants 
Car drivers were recruited from several car washing locations in Chaoyang district, Beijing, to 
complete an anonymous questionnaire. A total of 310 participants took part in the study, 
however, only data from 299 questionnaires were used because of substantial amounts of 
missing data. To be eligible to participate, individuals were required to hold a current drivers’ 
licence for a car. Participants ranged in age from 21 to 65 years with a mean age of 31.85 
years (SD = 8.67).  Just over two thirds of the sample was male (69.6%).   
2.2 Materials 
Questionnaire items were adapted from those used in a previous study of Australian drivers 
[see 6]. Items assessing self-reported frequency of speeding (the dependent variable) were 
further adapted in order to reflect research conducted with Beijing drivers that indicated that 
responses to questions about how fast someone drives above the posted speed limit may be 
based on a perceived enforcement tolerance level of up to 50% [see 6]. Two speed zones 
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(60 km/hour and 80 km/hour) were used in these items to get an overall picture of behaviour. 
For 60 km/hour roads, participants were asked to nominate how frequently they exceeded 
speed limits by ‘less than 10 km/hr’, ‘between 10-20 km/hr’, ‘between 20-30 km/hr’, and 
‘more than 30 km/hr’. Similarly, for 80 km/hour roads, the response bands were ‘less than 10 
km/hr’, ‘between 10-20 km/hr’, ‘between 20-40 km/hr’, and ‘more than 40 km/hr’ (1 = Never to 
6 = Always). Five items assessed attitudes towards speeding (e.g., ‘I think it is okay to drive 
faster than the speed limit’; ‘Speeding is not really a problem until you are 50% or more over 
the limit’; and ‘I believe that exceeding the speed limit under any conditions is dangerous’ 
[reverse scored]); 1 = Strongly disagree to 7 = Strongly agree. Perceptions of the relative risk 
of drink-driving, fatigued-driving and speeding were also assessed (e.g., ‘Compared to 
driving faster than the speed limit, drink-driving/driving when you are tired is…’ [1=Not as 
dangerous to 5= More dangerous]). Basic demographic and driving exposure characteristics 
were also assessed. 
2.3 Procedure  
To maximise recruitment opportunities, two Chinese research assistants worked 
simultaneously in each location. They approached every driver entering the premises after 
he/she had completed their business at the service counter. Potential participants were 
informed that the researchers were interested in their opinions about driving in Beijing, that 
the questionnaire would take approximately 10 minutes to complete, and that there was a 
cash incentive for participation (RMB 30). When a customer expressed interest in 
participating, an information sheet and questionnaire were provided and the participant was 
left alone to complete the questionnaire. A research assistant returned to collect the 
questionnaire upon completion and provided the cash payment.   
 
3. RESULTS 
3.1 Sample characteristics 
The mean age of drivers was 31.85 years (SD = 8.67) and just over two thirds were men 
(69%). Approximately one quarter of the sample, the largest proportion (25.9%), reported 
earning RMB 2000-3000 per year while approximately half (47.5%) reported earning more 
than RMB 3000 per year. Only 13% reported earning more than RMB10,000 per annum. 
Data reported by the Beijing Municipal Bureau of Statistics [11] indicates that for Beijing 
residents, the average urban per capita income was 17,653 RMB and the rural per capita 
income was 7,860 RMB per annum (this figure relates to the year prior to the study being 
conducted). The study findings suggest that the current sample was not an overly affluent 
group, since at least three quarters of participants had incomes below the average urban per 
capita annual income.  
Two items assessed on-road exposure (length of time having held a licence and years of 
driving experience). Two items were included because of the relatively low levels of driving 
participation and car ownership rates in China, compared with highly motorised countries. 
Mean number of years licensed was 6.23 (SD = 5.23); responses ranged from 0.5-31 years. 
Participants reported an average of 5.23 years driving experience (SD = 5.16) with a range of 
0.5-31 years. Two thirds of participants reported having less than 5 years driving experience. 
The sample can therefore be described as relatively inexperienced in terms of the length of 
time driving. The bivariate relationship between Years driving and Years held licence was 
strong, in the positive direction, and statistically significant (r = 0.918, p < .01). This result 
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indicates that the length of time a person had been driving was extremely similar to the 
length of time that they had held a licence. 
Just over half the sample reported owning a car (58.8%). Table 1 presents data about the 
primary reason for driving in a usual week. Approximately half of the participants reported 
that their main reason for driving was to get to and from work. For another fifth of the sample, 
driving as part of their employment was the primary reason reported. 
Reason Percentage of participants 
Getting to and from work 48.4 
Recreation 27.3 
Drive for my job 19.0 
Not answered   5.3 
Table 1 - Main reason for driving 
 
3.2 Self-reported speeding behaviour 
For 60 km/hour roads, participants were asked to nominate how frequently they exceeded 
speed limits by ‘less than 10 km/hr’, ‘between 10-20 km/hr’, ‘between 20-30 km/hr’, and 
‘more than 30 km/hr’. Similarly, for 80 km/hour roads, the response bands were ‘less than 10 
km/hr’, ‘between 10-20 km/hr’, ‘between 20-40 km/hr’, and ‘more than 40 km/hr’ (1 = Never to 
6 = Always). 
Driving speeds of >10km/hr above posted limits in the two speed zones (60 and 80 km/hour 
zones) were reported by more than one third of drivers. A substantial proportion of drivers 
admitted to high-range speeding (i.e., exceeding the posted speed limit by more than 50%: 
>30 km/hour in a 60 km/hour zone and >40 km/hour in an 80 km/hour zone) at least 
occasionally or more frequently (23% in 60 km/hour zones and 22.7% in 80 km/hour zones). 
Figures 1 and 2 contain more specific information about the number of participant responses 
for each self-reported speeding item. 
 
 
 Figure 1 - Number of drivers reporting exceeding the speed limit on 60 km/hour 
roads in the last month; n = 299 
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Overall, responses indicate that people reported driving less frequently at the faster speeds 
in both speed zones. The slowest speed band (i.e., ‘less than 10 km/hour above the posted 
limit’) attracted the fewest reports of ‘never’ and the fastest speed bands (i.e., ‘more than 30 
km/hour’ and ‘more than 40 km/hour’) attracted the most reports of ‘never’. When considered 
together, the results suggest that a large proportion of drivers willingly admitted to speeding 
at low levels on some occasions. The results also indicate that more people reported 
exceeding the speed limit by greater amounts on 60 km/hour roads than on 80 km/hour 
roads.  
 
3.3 Perceptions of relative risk 
Drivers were asked to compare the risks of speeding with both drink-driving and fatigued-
driving (1=Not as dangerous to 5= More dangerous). Table 2 contains the percentage of 
responses to each item. From this information it can be seen that a large majority of the 
sample (81.9%) perceived drink-driving as more dangerous than speeding and that no one 
reported the perception that speeding was more dangerous than drink-driving. For fatigued-
driving, only 1% reported the perception that it was not as dangerous as speeding; 27.4% 
reported it as the same level and almost three-quarters (71.6%) perceived it as more 
dangerous than speeding. Overall, therefore, the risk perception items indicated that this 
sample of car drivers perceived speeding to be less risky than both the other two behaviours. 
 
 
 
Figure 2 - Number of drivers reporting exceeding the speed limit on 80 km/hour 
roads in the last month; n = 299 
23e Conférence canadienne multidisciplinaire sur la sécurité rouière 
Montréal, Québec, 26-29 mai 2013 
23rd Canadian Multidisciplinary Road Safety Conference 
Montréal, Québec, May 26-29, 2013                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                7 
 
 Percentage responses 
Compared to driving faster 
than the speed limit, 
  
 Drink driving is… Driving when tired is… 
 
1 Not as dangerous 
- - 
2 Not labelled - 1.0 
3 Same level of danger 18.1 27.4 
4 Not labelled 16.8 24.9 
5 More dangerous 65.1 46.7 
Table 2 – Percentage responses for risk perceptions of three on-road driving 
behaviours  
 
3.4 Attitudes towards speeding 
The five items used to assess attitudes towards speeding are presented in Table 3. From this 
information it can be seen that approximately three-quarters of participants generally 
reported attitudes that were not supportive of speeding (range of 71.9% to 83.9% for the 
three ‘disagreement’ response categories).  
 
 Percentage responses to Attitudinal Items 
 Ok to drive 
faster than 
speed limit 
Speeding not 
a problem until 
50% or more 
over the limit 
Ok to exceed 
speed limit as 
long as you 
are careful 
Wrong to drive 
faster than the 
posted speed 
limit* 
Exceeding the 
speed limit under 
any conditions is 
dangerous* 
Strongly 
disagree 26.7 33.9 25.2 20.5 27.9 
Moderately 
disagree 44.5 35.6 38.9 45.0 39.3 
Mildly disagree 12.5 14.4 10.4 6.4 7.4 
Neutral 9.5 6.4 9.7 6.0 10.0 
Mildly agree 4.1 4.7 7.4 4.7 6.7 
Moderately 
agree 2.0 4.0 7.1 11.4 5.0 
Strongly Agree 0.7 1.0 1.3 6.0 3.7 
*Items have been reverse-scored 
Table 3 – Attitudinal items and percentage responses 
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4. DISCUSSION 
This study investigated perceptions of risky driving behaviours, attitudes towards speeding, 
and the self-reported speeding behaviour of a sample of Chinese car drivers in Beijing. 
Despite rapidly increasing numbers of novice drivers entering the road system in China, little 
is known about perceptions of risky driving behaviours. Gaining a greater understanding of 
driver perceptions and attitudes towards various behaviours is important because it can help 
authorities to develop and implement appropriate and effective countermeasures. 
Overall, driving speeds that were well above posted speed limits were commonly reported by 
drivers. This finding is consistent with previous research that has demonstrated that 
speeding is a primary risk factor in China [4] and also, that speeding is not necessarily 
perceived to be dangerous or unacceptable by Chinese drivers [6]. Importantly, high-range 
speeding (i.e, speeds that are greater than 50% above posted speed limits) was reported by 
approximately one fifth of the sample at least ‘occasionally’ or more frequently.  
The reasons for travelling at such high speeds are likely to be many and varied. However, it 
is possible that enforcement practices in China might in some way influence the choice of 
driving speed. For example, the Law of the People's Republic of China on Road Traffic 
Safety No. 8, 01/05/2004 states that those who drive more than 50% above the speed limit 
will be fined and their license may be suspended simultaneously [3]. Therefore, it is possible 
that drivers might use that as a guide to determine what an acceptable driving speed is. This 
assumes that drivers are aware of the law and the ways in which police might enforce speed 
limits. While many people may have not read it themselves, it could be that drivers derive the 
perception that there is a 50% enforcement tolerance level from having heard other people 
discuss it or from having personal experience of police enforcement at speeds well above the 
posted limit. This issue of a perceived enforcement tolerances and their association with 
speeding has received some research attention in several jurisdictions [12-15]. Therefore, it 
is important to better understand this issue in the Chinese context to determine how best to 
implement enforcement tolerance thresholds in future. 
The current research also found that drivers reported exceeding the speed limit by greater 
amounts on 60 km/hour roads than on 80 km/hour roads in Beijing. This outcome may be 
due to congestion on the ring road system in Beijing (the large arterial outer ring roads that 
encircle the city area that generally have a speed limit of 80 km/hour) or it may reflect the 
perception by drivers in the sample that speeding in slower speed zones is safer. Overall, the 
attitudinal measures used in the current study revealed that approximately three-quarters of 
the sample reported attitudes unfavourable towards exceeding speed limits, even when 
various conditions were apparent (e.g., as long as you are careful). This issue was not 
assessed for individual speed limits, however. Rather, it was assessed for speeding in 
general. More research is needed to further investigate this topic because understanding 
driver beliefs and attitudes towards behaviours are key to promoting behaviour change [16]. 
When interpreting these results, it is important to keep in mind that in the current study, two 
different speed limits (60 km/hour and 80 km/hour) were assessed and that the response 
categories were slightly different for each limit, based on the findings of earlier research [6]. 
Therefore, the statements and conclusions above reflect a broad comparison of speeding 
behaviour in the speed zones examined in this study.  
Finally, perceptions about the relative risk of speeding, drink-driving and fatigued-driving 
were assessed. Speeding was rated as the least dangerous on-road behaviour when 
compared to drink-driving and fatigued-driving. Overall, drink-driving was perceived to be 
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more risky than speeding by the largest proportion of drivers (82%) and no one reported 
speeding as more dangerous than drink-driving. The pattern was similar for fatigued-driving, 
although a smaller, yet still large proportion of the sample (71.6%) reported it as more 
dangerous than speeding and only 1% reported that fatigued-driving was not as dangerous. 
Together, these findings indicate that this sample of car drivers generally perceived speeding 
to be less risky than both the other behaviours.  
It is encouraging that both drink-driving and fatigued-driving were identified as dangerous. 
Importantly however, this research did not quantify perceptions of risk – i.e., it did not ask 
drivers to nominate how risky individual behaviours were. Rather, it asked drivers to rate the 
relative risk of drink-driving and fatigued-driving compared to speeding. Therefore, we can 
draw no conclusions about which behaviour is perceived as most dangerous. Previous 
qualitative research conducted with Beijing drivers suggests that drink-driving is perceived as 
the most dangerous behaviour [17] and that other risky behaviours included: negligence, not 
being prepared for unexpected events, shortage of practical driving experience when first 
licensed, poor vehicle condition, fatigue, distraction, speeding, not wearing seatbelts, other 
vehicles changing lanes without signaling, driving too close to large vehicles, and taxis 
pulling over suddenly. Future research could explore the issue of perceptions regarding risky 
road user behaviours in order to provide authorities with a clearer picture of what drivers (and 
other road users) in China perceive to be dangerous. This type of information is of great 
value when developing public awareness campaigns because such campaigns can be 
targeted to address areas of misunderstanding among road users.  
In China, awareness of the dangers associated with drink driving is likely to have increased 
because of changes to the law in 2011 where driving with a blood alcohol content of greater 
than 80mg/100 ml of blood became a criminal offence [18]. The current study, however, was 
conducted before this change occurred. These 2011 changes represent a significant change 
in the way that alcohol-related driving offences are viewed and dealt with in China. The 
reader is referred to a thorough review of issues relating to drink driving enforcement, alcohol 
consumption, and related data availability issues [18]. Future research could investigate risk 
perceptions relating to various road user behaviours in order to gauge whether attitudes and 
perceptions of drink driving have altered since 2011. 
Risks associated with fatigued-driving in China have previously been documented. For 
instance, fatalities associated with fatigued-driving have reportedly increased in recent years 
with a greater number of fatigue-related fatalities occurring on express highways than on all 
other roads [19]. Importantly, speeding was identified as a key factor in more traffic fatalities 
than either alcohol or fatigue (16.2%, 2.6%, and 4.8% respectively) in 2005, although when 
fatalities on expressways alone are considered, the pattern is different; fatalities associated 
with speeding (11.3%) were lower than those associated with fatigue (13.4%) in 2005 [19]. 
That finding may be due to the large numbers of heavy vehicles that transit the extensive 
network of China’s expressways and motorways [20]. It is important to acknowledge that 
data availability and accuracy issues exist within China which can hinder attempts to draw 
conclusive comparisons across years and across countries. The reader is referred to [18 and 
21] for in-depth discussions on limitations associated with obtaining accurate road traffic 
fatality and injury data in China. Overall, the level of community awareness about the risks 
associated with dangerous road user behaviours is unclear. This issue of poor awareness of 
road safety issues among road users was highlighted by a report prepared China’s 
Development and Research Center of State Council in 2007 [cited in 19]. While much work 
needs to be done in this area, it is encouraging that police and other agencies in China are 
striving to improve safety awareness, as evidenced by recent initiatives including the Road 
Safety in Ten Countries projects occurring in Dalian and Suzhou [22] and the introduction of 
a national day for road safety on 2nd December 2012, a date (12/2) chosen because of its 
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resemblance to the ‘122’ telephone number that is used for reporting road incidents across 
China [1]. 
Several limitations are acknowledged in the current research project. Firstly, a key limitation 
is the use of self-report data. Reliance on this data type is acknowledged as potentially 
biasing because of the possibility for socially desirable responding. However, the relatively 
high level of community acceptance of speeding suggests that participants would not 
perceive the need to alter their responses to appear more socially appropriate [23]. 
Additionally, the self-report method relies on accurate recall of information and is, therefore, 
open to inaccuracies because of potential under- and over-reporting [24]. Notably, however, 
a range of previous studies examining the relationship between objective measures of 
speeding and self-reported speeding reveals relatively high consistency between the two 
measures [23]. One suggested reason for this consistency is that speeding is relatively 
socially acceptable and does not, therefore, warrant intentional misrepresentation so as to 
avoid negative social feedback. Thus, while it is recognised that self-reported speeding is a 
less-than-perfect measure of actual behaviour, its usefulness and efficacy as a proxy 
measure is justified. Another avenue for the potential influence of socially desirable 
responding in this study is income levels. The reported income for the majority of this sample 
was well below the urban per capita income figure provided by the Beijing Municipal Bureau 
of Statistics, although not for the rural per capita figure. Several possibilities exist to explain 
this finding: participant responses may have been influenced by socially desirable 
responding (i.e., the desire to appear less affluent) or that the bulk of this sample was from 
rural areas around Beijing rather than urban areas within the city itself. This differentiation of 
residential location was not made by the questionnaire item so it is not possible for us to 
conclude whether participants were Beijing urban or rural dwellers. Future research could 
give consideration to this issue because it may have relevance to the generalisability of 
results across resident populations. 
A second limitation relates to the generalisability of the results to the broader driver 
population. The relatively small sample, together with the reliance on recruiting drivers from 
specific locations can potentially limit the relevance of the findings to the broader driving 
population. However, this limitation is tempered by the fact that this research was exploratory 
in the area of driver behaviour research in China. Encouragingly, results demonstrate some 
consistency with previously published investigations of Chinese driver behaviour, thereby 
adding support to the current findings. 
In conclusion, it is encouraging that a large proportion of the sample held attitudes that were 
not supporting of speeding. However, driving at speeds well above posted speed limits was 
also reported. It is apparent that steps are being taken to promote safer road use in China. 
Our findings support the need for this action to continue and for future public safety 
campaigns to focus on educating people about the risks associated with speeding and other 
risky driving behaviours to assist in reducing the significant road trauma burden in China. 
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